Petition For The Implementation Of The 
Acton A40 Green Corridor - ‘The Lungs of the A40’
The abandonment of a major road upgrading scheme in July 1997 has left 13 separate vacant sites along the Western Avenue (A40) between Kathleen Avenue and the Western (Savoy) Circus. Whilst the sites are currently in the ownership of Transport for London, they are included in Ealing Council’s Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG 22), A40 Acton: Green Corridor Strategy. The SPG 22 strategy has been in place since 2004, and in which it is stated: 
“It is important that a clear boundary for the Green Corridor is defined. The Green Corridor boundary is based on a 25 metre wide strip (from the edge of the highway) allowing adequate space for footpaths and cycle ways (approx. 4-6m width) and landscaping, planting and mounding (18–20m width). It may be appropriate to adjust this boundary on a case by case basis so that any additional undevelopable land is included.”
This Strategy has been a major reason why Planning Applications, submitted by TfL in recent years, have been refused Planning Consent. The proposals have not included sufficient width for the Green Corridor.  
Local residents believe both TfL and Ealing Council have a duty of care to improve the fundamental ‘quality of life’ for residents, pedestrians and cyclists by implementing the A40 Green Corridor programme and that all efforts should be made to safeguard a minimum width of 25 metres at all sites. The effects of the A40 may possibly cause serious health risks and will continue to have an impact on the lives of local residents.  A Green Corridor is required to improve the widely acknowledged prevailing poor environmental conditions, and also the visual impact of the area which is considered an eyesore in comparison to neighbouring boroughs:
· The areas surrounding the A40 have noticed a significant rise in the levels of air and noise pollution, and it is widely acknowledged that these levels are much higher than the acceptable EU standards.
· Rubbish is thrown indiscriminately along the two sides of the A40 leading to a growing problem with rat infestations.
· In recent years substantial high-rise tower blocks have been built nearby.  These, and potential future developments, have resulted in a severe need for green open space counter-balance.

Within the “Development Strategy 2026 – Initial Proposals”, Ealing Council’s vision and proposals for the future development of the Borough, it accepts “the need to protect established sites, enhance the quality of existing sites, and identify new green spaces is essential.  Plans for building much needed housing and other development will not mean building on green space”.  

For more information visit: http://A40greencorridor.webhop.org
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