Neighbourhood Governance

Note of Ward Forum Meeting






______________________________________________________________________________________

East Acton Ward Forum meeting – held on Monday 9th February 2009, 7.15pm at St Gabriel’s Church, Noel Road, Acton W3

Present: Councillors: John Ross (Chairman) Kate Crawford, James Randall

Attendees: The meeting was attended by 29 people

Note taker: Dennis Frost (DF) – Neighbourhood Co-ordinator – East

Minute taker: Joti Patel – Ealing Council, Committee Services
	No.
	Note
	Action Point

	
	Paperwork provided at this formally clerked meeting comprised:

· an agenda

· notes of the previous Ward Forum – held on 24 November 2008

· a report and appendix detailing a range of projects recommended to be funded from the ward budget

· a separate appendix, of schemes not recommended to be funded in 2008/09

Councillor Ross welcomed those present and introduced his fellow ward councillors. He also explained that the meeting would be formally clerked, in order that the recommendations in relation to the ward budget can be recorded, for sign-off by the Council’s Cabinet.


	Contact details:

Dennis Frost

Ealing Council 

e-mail:

mywardmatters       @ealing.gov.uk
tel: 020 8825 5453

	1.
	Apologies for absence

No apologies for absence were received.


	

	2.
	Progress since previous East Acton Ward Forum

· notes from the meeting held on 24th November 2008.

· to confirm accuracy

The minutes were approved without amendment.

· to deal with matters arising

Item 3 Matters Arising from the last Ward Forum

  Extending Gypsy Corner CPZ

· Dennis Frost reported that the roads covered by the CPZ will be re-consulted in March, as part of the normal CPZ review. The houses on the north side of Western Avenue, west of Gypsy Corner can be included in this review.

Glendun Court – postcode change

· Dennis Frost reported that he was working with residents’ representatives on a consultation to change the postcode. So far insufficient responses had been received to support a change. 

Item 6 Houses in Multiple Occupation

· it was confirmed that the property in Chase Road is not registered with the Council as being a HMO

Any other business

· a briefing about the new planning regulations was unfortunately not available

	

	3.
	Envirocrime and Safer Communities – update reports

Sgt Dominic Tarrant provided a further update on the Safer Neighbourhoods team’s work in the ward:

· the Metropolitan Police have pledged that telephone calls and messages will be responded to within 24hours.

· there has been a recent arrest associated with burglaries in Valetta Road. There have also been some successes in stopping drug trafficking

· a nominated neighbour scheme is designed to identify neighbours who can support elderly and vulnerable people to deal with rogue callers

· there is a borough wide campaign alerting residents to the dangers of not securing modern double glazed windows and doors properly

PSCO Sandy Cumming gave details of a local scheme to visit all properties in the ward over the coming months, to better understand residents’ priorities. A fridge magnet will be provided, giving police contact telephone numbers for residents to use. 

Envirocrime matters

· Councillor Crawford reported that residents in Goodall Street had recently held a successful clean up day

· Allan Way – a project to remove flytipping at this location needs completing

 
	Contact details:

East Acton Safer Neighbourhoods Team. E-mail: eastacton.snt@met.police.uk
Tel: 020 8721 2708

Contact details: 

Ealing Council: 

e-mail:
graffiti_flytipping @ealing.gov.uk
tel: 8825 6000 (Mon-Fri, 9am- 5pm)



	4.
	Local projects to be funded from the ward budget

Dennis Frost introduced this item. He explained that the ward budget was intended to ‘top up’ the Council’s ongoing work in the ward by funding various capital, not revenue projects. 

He drew the meeting’s attention to the report (which had been circulated in advance). Appendix 1 outlined the particular ward projects that were being recommended for funding. Many of these had been proposed by residents at previous meetings. 

Appendix 2 listed the projects which were not being recommended for ward funding in the current financial year.

The various schemes were looked at in detail:

· Old Oak Lane pedestrian crossing. This will scheme will require an initial pedestrian use and traffic study, after which adding lights will take some time, in the region of 18months.

· Wesley Estate gating scheme. This work has been fully costed and includes corrective work to some gates which require maintenance.

· Community notice boards. It was hoped that these would be of good quality, to replace some long standing Council boards that have fallen into disuse. 

Projects not recommended for funding in 2008/09

· Name boards. Dennis frost was asked to pursue these with Ealing Homes as a priority

· School Orchards. Councillor Randall was hopeful that an orchard at the rebuilt John Perrin school could be funded soon.

The ward budget was approved as recommended.


	DF to pursue

	5. 
	East Acton – Minor Parking Scheme Proposals

Councillor Ross introduced this item. Proposals such as these are often suggested to the Council, after which specialist transport staff make recommendations which schemes should be taken forward.

· Scheme 1 – Goodall Street/Stephenson Street

Councillor Crawford proposed that yellow lines should also be added to northern corner of Stephenson Street, as well as the lines recommended for the southern side.

· Scheme 3 – Bashley Caravan Site

It was noted that the text following the ‘Problem’ heading had inadvertently been repeated from Scheme 1

With these comments, the four proposed schemes were approved for consideration by the Cabinet portfolio holder. 


	DF to progress with Council transport staff



	6.
	Allocation of Section 106 funding available for East Action projects

Dennis Frost reported that staff in the Council’s Regeneration department are working on detailed plans to spend the approximately £2million received from various Park Royal developments in recent years. It was expected that the plan would be available next month.

Councillor Crawford suggested that ward councillors should be briefed by Regeneration staff once the plan was complete – after which they would hold a meeting with residents to discuss this particular item. This was agreed. 


	

	7.
	Any Other Business

a) Advertising hoardings

· Councillor Randall spoke about the proliferation of hoardings facing Western Avenue, particularly in the area of Park Royal station and Gypsy Corner. He urged residents to report apparently unplanned signs to the Council, by using the planning enforcement service request form, which was circulated at the meeting. 

b)   Expansion of places in Ealing Schools

· Theresa McGee asked why no new places were planned for Acton schools, given that new housing developments were taking place. Dennis Frost offered to pursue this.

c) Green Corridor 

· Siobham Martin was pleased to see recent plans to build on the corridor rejected.
d)   40 North Acton Lane

· residents understood that this residential property was still being operated as a vehicle repair garage. Councillor Randall will investigate

e) West London Waste Authority – future siting of recycling sites.

· in answer to residents’ questions, Councillor

Randall offered to see if there was more information available about this.


	DF to follow up

Councillor Randall

Councillor Randall

	8. 
	Date and venue of next meeting

This was confirmed – 1 June at St Dunstan’s Church, Friar’s Place Lane, Acton W3.


	


Dennis Frost
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